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.PPT 1 … 

It’s good to be together – to come before God … to be in His presence, and to connect with His voice, His plans, His dreams, and the healing and sacrifice He has for us.

If you’ve been attending 2nd Street for a while, then you’ve probably heard me talk at least once or twice about the phrase, “The Great Exchange”.  I like this phrase, because it describes in simple detail the awesome and beautiful reality of what happens when we surrender our lives to Jesus Christ when you and I ask God to forgive our sins and teach us a whole new way to be human.  “The Great Exchange.”

· We give God our sin, and He gives us His holiness.

· We give God our brokenness, and He gives us His wholeness.

· We give God our despair, and He gives us His hope.

· We give God our weakness, and He gives us His strength.

· We give God our shame and He gives us His forgiveness.

· We give God our anxiety and fear, and He gives us His peace.

· We give God our darkness, and He gives us His light.

· We give God our death, and He gives us His life.

· We give God our dishonesty, and He gives us His truth.

What’s something you’ve given to God in “The Great Exchange” … and what did God give back to you in exchange?  “The Great Exchange” is a lens through which we can begin to clearly see our own brokenness and God’s unconditional love.  What ragamuffins you and I are.  And what a lover of ragamuffins God is.  I really like how the Apostle Paul writes about “The Great Exchange” in his second letter to his friends living in the Greek town of Corinth.  It’s Paul’s most succinct statement about the meaning of the “The Great Exchange”.

.PPT 2 … SECOND CORINTHIANS 5:21 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
21 He [God] made Him [Jesus Christ] who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. [emphasis added] 

Jesus was made sin … that is Jesus willingly became the very epitome of all that’s despicable and odious, so that you and I might be made righteousness, good, pure, and acceptable in God's estimation.  This was the “The Great Exchange”.  What a profound reality – that your sin and my sin was charged to His account, and His righteousness was credited to our account.  Do you see it?

No wonder John Newton, a former slave trader, after he surrendered his life to Jesus Christ and experienced the righteousness of God through “The Great Exchange” was led around 1765 to write these words while pastoring the Church of England in Olney, in Buckinghamshire, in the Northeastern British Province of York …

.PPT 3 … AMAZING GRACE / VERSE 1
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound; that saved a wretch like me.  I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see.
Here’s what The Old Testament prophet Isaiah wrote about “The Great Exchange” eight centuries before the life and ministry of Jesus Christ we’ve been studying here in The Gospel of John …

.PPT 4 … ISAIAH 53:3-6 (THE MESSAGE)
3-6 But the fact is, it was our pains He [Jesus Christ] carried – our disfigurements, all the things wrong with us.  We thought He brought it on Himself, that God was punishing Him for His own failures.  But it was our sins that did that to Him, that ripped and tore and crushed Him — our sins!  He took the punishment, and that made us whole.  Through His bruises we get healed … and God has piled all our sins, everything we’ve done wrong, on Him, on Him.  [emphasis added]

Jesus Christ, the Messiah, Emmanuel, God-With-Us was “The Great Exchange” for you and for me.  And now, in JOHN 16:16-22, as Jesus comes closer to the hour of His betrayal, arrest, beating, mock-trial, and crucifixion, He continues talking intimately with His disciples about what was happening, what would happen, and about how He’s the One who would bring about “The Great Exchange” … and how the cross would only change everything.  Here’s how the Apostle Peter wrote about this in his first letter to the Early Church … followed by more of the Apostle Paul’s words to the church in Rome about “The Great Exchange”.

.PPT 5 … FIRST PETER 3:18 (J.B. PHILLIPS TRANSLATION)
18 Remember that Christ ‘the just’ suffered for us ‘the unjust’, to bring us to God.

.PPT 6 … ROMANS 5:7-8 (J.B. PHILLIPS TRANSLATION)

7-8 And we can see that it was while we were powerless to help ourselves that Christ died for us.  In human experience it’s a rare thing for one man to give his life for another, even if the latter is a good man, though there have been a few who have had the courage to do it.  Yet the proof of God's amazing love is this:  That it was while we were sinners that Christ died for us.

In JOHN 16:16-22, Jesus tells His disciples about the indescribable sorrow and unbelievable joy they’re going to experience over the next three days.  Remember, that since JOHN 13, John’s Gospel has focused on the last night of Jesus’ life before the cross.  And as the night has gone on, the intensity has increased.  The next morning, the disciples will watch Jesus do the cross-work necessary for “The Great Exchange” to move off the drawing table and become a reality.  And then Sunday morning, the sorrow and pain they’ve known for two nights, will turn into great joy.

.PPT 7 … JOHN 16:16-18 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE) 

16 “A little while, and you will no longer see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me.”

17 Some of His disciples then said to one another, “What is this thing He is telling us, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me’; and, ‘because I go to the Father’?”

18 So they were saying, “What is this that He says, ‘A little while’? We do not know what He is talking about.”

Preparing His disciples for the challenge on the cross, in v. 16 Jesus tells them that when He’s placed in the tomb, they won’t see Him for a little while.  But that after His resurrection and before He returns to His Father in heaven, they’ll see Him again for a little while.  And He uses this phrase a little while seven times in vv. 16-19. 

I love what the disciples say in v. 18 … So they were saying, “… We do not know what He is talking about.” … Because since the disciples had a hard time understanding what Jesus has just said to them, I don’t feel so bad about my own slowness in understanding some of the spiritual lessons Jesus tries teaching me.  And I see a FAITH LESSON for us here …

.PPT 8 … FAITH LESSON …
We won’t always understand every passage we read in God’s WORD.  At least, not right away.  But let’s not give up!  Because with increased surrender, discipleship, study, and consistency in our faith-walk, comes increased insight and discernment into God’s WORD and the courage to live out what God is revealing to us.

And this “spiritual attention deficit disorder” doesn’t just happen because God is somehow hiding truth from us, or only passing it onto us in little doses.  It’s just that you and I have so much to unlearn on the way to learning.  And we have so much to give up on the way to receiving.  And I don’t know about you, but I keep finding that the Lord’s a little whiles are usually very different from mine.

It’s easy for me to be like a little kid – “Are we almost there yet?”  I mean, I always want a little while to be minutes not hours, not days, not months, and certainly not years.  But look at the stories of people throughout Scripture, and you’ll see many of them sorrowing and suffering for many years before the joy comes.  But when we work with God, instead of against Him, He’s able to work with us through our sorrowing and suffering in ways that put back together the busted-up pieces of our lives.  “Amazing Grace” indeed.  Praise God for “The Great Exchange.”
.PPT 9 … ROMANS 5:3-5 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations [persecution], knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; [emphasis added]

4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope;

5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

Want more perseverance?  Give God thanks for trusting you enough to take you through hard times.  Want to have your character refined and matured?   Learn to be a person of patience, who stays close to Jesus instead of running away from Him during hard times.  Want to experience hope?  Invite God to develop His character in you – even in ways that will beckon you to surrender and sacrifice.  If you’re like me then you’ve probably found that spiritual hindsight tends to be pretty 20/20.  Because in the end, when I look back, I see how God’s plans and God’s timing are always right.

ILLUSTRATION … In 2005 I left the position as GFU campus pastor that I’d been in for 14 years.  I felt confident that I’d be able to find a position as a pastor somewhere in the Pacific NW, but I didn’t.  And eventually I took an interim position at a church in SE Michigan so that I could stay available to apply at 2nd Street the following year.  When I was flying back and forth from Michigan to Newberg every three weeks for eight months, while my family stayed here, yes it was hard to see God’s plan.  But not after I started at 2nd Street.

Then it was crystal clear why God had me do some intentional holy loitering in Michigan.  2nd Street is the place God wanted me to be, and there were things I needed to learn about pastoring here that I could best learn at a far away church I’d never heard of before.  God had a plan.  God always does.  And God’s timing and God’s will are never wrong.  And God’s will always involves discernment, trust, courage, and obedience if we’re to stay in sync with it.
Time management specialists encourage people to keep a chart of their daily activities to accurately see how they’re spending their time.  Because seeing how we really spend our time, motivates us to make the adjustments we need to get the most out of the hours, days, weeks, months, and years of our lives.
And one of the things that begins to happen in our lives when we’re made into a new creation (cf., SECOND CORINTHIANS 5:17) through “The Great Exchange”, and begin to mature in our faith-walk with God, is that instead of thinking about how to spend our time, God begins teaching us about how to invest our time.  And without this paradigm-shift of thinking, motivation, and living, it’s doubtful we’ll see God change our persecution into perseverance … it’s doubtful we’ll see God transform our perseverance into His proven character … and it’s doubtful we’ll see God mature His proven character inside of us into hope.

Before we meet Jesus Christ, all we can do is spend time.  It just keeps ticking, ticking, ticking into the future … until it's all gone.  Sure, at times we enjoy ourselves, but eventually we're up against the reality of time spoken about in the famous saying “You don't know how much of it you have.  Once it's used, you can't buy more.  And you can't really save it either.”

.PPT 10 … 

There are two primary words translated time throughout God’s WORD.  One is chronos and the other is kairos.  Chronos refers to the “ticking of the clock hands,” or to the literal “passing of time.”  Chronos describes that yesterday was Saturday, and then some time, some chronos passed, and now it’s Sunday.

But the second primary word used for time in the Bible is kairos.  And kairos is altogether different from chronos.  Kairos is the kind of time that doesn’t have anything to do with Blackberries, paper calendars, or iPhones.  Kairos is God-time.

Kairos is the kind of time spoken of when a woman’s water breaks and she yells out, “It’s time!”  Kairos is the kind of time a man in The Old Testament named Modecai was talking about when he said in Esther 4:14, “Esther, who knows, but that you have come to this royal position for such a time as this.” No clocks are ever involved in kairos.  Kairos is time orchestrated, and held onto by God alone.  

Here on earth, even after experiencing the soul-renovation of “The Great Exchange”, you and I find ourselves trapped by chronos.  But God desperately wants to teach us about kairos … about listening to and obeying His promptings, even when life continues to swirl around us.  Learning to live in kairos, in God-time doesn’t mean ignoring the realities of this life while straining to see the reality of God.  In fact, it’s just the opposite.  Because when we start looking at life through kairos time – it’s then and only then that we’ll begin to live fully-present with God … begin to talk with God as a way of life … begin listen to God with the regularity of drawing breath … and begin to obey God sacrificially, consistently, and with great joy.

In other words, it’s only as we begin to live fully aware of kairos that chronos will begin to make sense.  And gang, I believe that God is calling you and me as His people to become kairos people … people not bound by chronos … but set-free by the beauty of living more fully aware of kairos … living more fully in God-time.

In JOHN 16:19-21 Jesus offers some answers to the disciples’ confusion about what He told them in v. 16, and He explains that in His timing and understanding of a little while, that the sorrow waiting for them around the corner will be turned into joy.

.PPT 11 … JOHN 16:19 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE) 
19 Jesus knew that they wished to question Him, and He said to them, “Are you deliberating together about this, that I said, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me, and again a little while, and you will see Me’?

There’s that phrase again … a little while.  Maybe you’ve heard the Yiddish story that author Brennan Manning likes telling about a conversation a Jewish man named Israel Schwartz had with God.  Their conversation went something like this …

“Yahweh, is it true, that to You, a penny is like a million dollars?”

“Yes Izzy”, Yahweh replied.  “That’s true.”

“And Yahweh,” Izzy continued … “Is it true that to You, a minute is like a million years.”

“Yes, Izzy”, Yahweh replied again.  “That too is true.”

“Then Yahweh”, Izzy said coyly, “Can I please have a penny?”

To which Yahweh responded, “Certainly Izzy.  In a minute.”

So again, God’s understanding of time is nothing like ours.  He’s not bound by time.  He’s not subject to time.  And He operates outside of time.  And so, while walking out from Jerusalem, east of the city, down into the Kidron Valley, and up the Mount of Olives, toward The Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus tells His disciples and you and me gathered together as the flock called “2nd Street” … He says …

.PPT 12 …
· “Let Me be your strength in this difficult chapter of life you’re walking through.  Let Me give you My perspective on what’s happenng.”

· “Like King David wrote in PSALM 23 let Me ‘walk with you through this valley of death.’  Because I’m with you, you won’t have to fear the evil surrounding you, or be crushed by loss.”

· “Let Me turn your sorrow into joy.  Will you allow My joy to become your strength?  That’s My heart for you.”

This morning we sang a worship song that was new to most of us, called “My Savior, My God” by Aaron Shust.  Let’s look back at the words of this song for a minute …

.PPT 13 …
I am not skilled to understand what God has willed what God has planned.  I only know at His right hand stands One who is my Savior. 

I take Him at His word and deed Christ died to save me, this I read 

And in my heart I find a need of Him to be my Savior.

That He would leave His place on high and come for sinful man to die 

You count it strange, so once did I before I knew my Savior.  My Savior loves.  My Savior lives.  My Savior’s always there for me.  My God He was.  My God He is.  My God He’s always gonna be.

What a beautiful expression of “The Great Exchange” and our response.  v. 20 …

.PPT 14 … JOHN 16:20 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE) 
20 “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; you will grieve, but your grief will be turned into joy.

Again, Jesus continues to talk about “The Great Exchange”, and that no one will be able to rob the joy that comes to us when we invite God to come alongside us, and when we make the choice to live there with God … with patience, with hope, and with expectancy, even when it seems like His provision is taking longer to show up than we thought it should, or even prayed it would.

Gang, have you ever noticed that when we go through pain, the Lord doesn’t usually just remove what’s causing the pain?  Instead, what happens is that God’s Holy Spirit, the One Who comes alongside us, bends down with us under the weight and the load of the burden and the pain, lifts it up with us, and helps us keep going on.  And “The Great Exchange” that began the moment when we first came into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ, continues as the Holy Spirit “comes alongside us” and redeems even our sorrow with His joy.  There’s evidence of “The Great Exchange” all the way through the Bible.  Here’s just one example from The Old Testament … from the life of a man named Joseph.  You can read the whole story near the end of GENESIS, the first book of the Bible.
ILLUSTRATION … Joseph was thrown into a pit by his older brothers because they were jealous of his relationship he had with their dad.  But Joseph was drawn out of the pit by some merchants and sold into slavery.  Eventually Joseph was bought by an Egyptian nobleman named Potiphar, and worked his way up in Potiphar’s household until he was running the show.  But when Potiphar’s wife tried to get Joseph to have sex with her, Joseph told her that he loved God’s righteousness more than the momentary pleasure of being her gigolo – and she was so ticked off at being rejected, that she told Potiphar that Joseph had sexually assaulted her.  And Joseph went to prison.

Joseph languished in prison day after month after year, until God miraculously worked through a series of events to not only release him, but to elevate him to the position of Egypt’s Prime Minister.  It was a God-thing to be sure.  And in the end, it was the rejection and hatred of Joseph’s brothers … being sold into slavery, lied about, and going to prison.  It was all these things that were transformed to not only work out for Joseph’s good, but to save his entire family when the region was going through an extreme famine.  And so in the end, the very things that produced Joseph’s pain became his salvation. 

Last Sunday I shared two verses with you from GENESIS 50 and ROMANS 8 that represent so well the transformational, redemptive work of “The Great Exchange” that God longs for all of His children who are following Jesus Christ as their Rabbi.

.PPT 15 … GENESIS 50:20; ROMANS 8:28 (GOOD NEWS TRANSLATON)

20 [Joseph says to his brothers who tried to kill him] You plotted evil against me, but God turned it into good … 28 [The Apostle Paul writes to fellow-Christians who were being persecuted in Rome] We know that in all things God works for good with those who love Him …

What “too-hard-to-swallow, frustrating, painful thing in your life” do you need to see God turn into good today?  Let’s bring this part of our life to God, and tell Him we’re willing to trust Him, even when His version of “a little while” is different than ours.

.PPT 16 … JOHN 16:21 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE) 
21 “Whenever a woman is in labor she has pain, because her hour has come; but when she gives birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish because of the joy that a child has been born into the world.

Like it is in most developing countries today, childbearing in Biblical times was often fatal for the child, the mother, or both.  Therefore, many women and their husbands not in relationship with God sought help from their gods, and used special charms, to try and protect them during pregnancy and childbearing.
So Jesus uses this well-understood reality to compare the upcoming sorrow of His followers with that of a woman in labor.  He was indicating that just like a baby comes in kairos time, there’s no way His disciples’ pain could be avoided.  And after using this poignant illustration, Jesus gave them hope when He promised that they’d see Him again, and that when they did, their joy would be as great as a mother whose baby was now out of her womb and resting in her arms.
The past few months I’ve walked with several people and the people they love as they’ve gone from life into death … a transition that’s actually from life to life for the followers of Jesus.  And the bottom line is that everyone of us needs to get ready and we need to stay ready. Do you live with the hope of spending eternity with Jesus Christ?  Let me tell you, knowing the author of lifE PERSONALLY through “The Great Exchange” only makes all the difference in knowing, or not knowing God’s peace, comfort, and joy.  And I see another FAITH LESSON for us here …

.PPT 17 … FAITH LESSON …
Jesus is the only One Who can use the things that cause us pain and sorrow, to bring us joy.  There’s a saying in Celebrate Recovery, “God doesn’t waste a hurt.”  And it’s true.  There’s nothing you’ve ever gone through, nothing you are going through, and nothing you will ever go through, no matter how painful or how overwhelming, that God can’t use, through surrender to Him, for your good.

ILLUSTRATION:  I remember during the last hours before our first son, Ryan was born, Teresa saying with strong conviction, “Gregg Lamm, this is all your fault.  NEVER AGAIN!”  But somehow, after she’d known the joy of having Ryan in her arms, she forgot what she’d said … and then eventually we had two more of the little rascals.

Likewise, Jesus’ death brought the disciples pain and sorrow.  But remember, it’s not called “The Great Joy Robbery”.  It’s called “The Great Exchange.”  When we’re in hard times, we usually just want to get rid of whatever’s causing us trouble.  When it’s this very thing God wants to use, to turn our sorrow into joy.  So don’t throw out the husband.  And don’t throw out the kids.  And don’t throw out the job.  Don’t run from whatever you think is causing your pain.  Instead, learn to partner with God and wait for the joy.  No wonder the Apostle Paul was able to write these words in his second letter to the Christ-followers in the Greek town of Corinth …
.PPT 18 … SECOND CORINTHIANS 4:17 (GOOD NEWS TRANSLATION) 

17-18 And this small and temporary trouble we suffer will bring us a tremendous and eternal glory, much greater than the trouble.  For we fix our attention, not on things that are seen, but on things that are unseen.  What can be seen lasts only for a time, but what cannot be seen lasts forever.

.PPT 19 … JOHN 16:22 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE) 
22 “Therefore you too have grief now; but I will see you again, and your heart will rejoice, and no one will take your joy away from you.

If you’re in the dentist chair, a little while might only be five seconds, since ten minutes of drilling seems like an eternity.  But if you’re out at the beach, snoozing on your towel, or catching some waves, a little while might be about four hours.  So to quote Dr. Einstein “time really is relative.”  That is, time is relative when compared to where you’re going to spend eternity.  And when you know that you’re spending eternity in heaven, then a few days, weeks, months, or even years isn’t all that long.

Jesus is telling His disciples that the joy He’s promising them is like the peace He promised them earlier in the evening in JOHN 14:28.  And He’s saying that because this joy is from Him and not from the world that it will never be taken away from them.  And gang, that’s good news.  Because when our sorrow is replaced with God’s joy, we gain a perspective that’s focused on eternity, instead of just on the past, or on the here-and-now.

I love Jesus’ words in v. 22 … and no one will take your joy away from you … The kind of joy Jesus gives us can’t be lost.  Do you see it?  Our problem is that the joy we get from “things”, from people, or from our “circumstances” is so easily lost or robbed.  But when our joy comes because we’ve “seen Jesus”, and “been with Jesus” because we’re participating with Him in “The Big Exchange,” we experience the kind of joy that no person or circumstance can take away from us.

Where do you find your happiness?  Where does your joy come from?  Do you get bummed out when your new car gets a little scratch?  Are you reduced to a blubbering rubble when somebody says an unkind word to you or about you?  If so, then let me suggest to you that it’s possible you’re not getting your joy from the right place.

About twenty-five centuries ago, a band of beat-up people faced up to the fact that there was no way, on their own, that they’d ever be able to put the broken pieces of their lives back together again.  And just when everything seemed lost, along came a man named Nehemiah – and with patient persistence and deep compassion …

1. Nehemiah taught the people to pray … They’d forgotten who God was.  They’d forgotten that God knew them, loved them, and had a plan for their lives.  And …

2. Nehemiah taught the people to stand up against the attacks of their enemies … They’d been beaten down for so long that they’d become like the little dog whose tail was stepped on so many times that when he heard someone coming his way, he just put out his tail, and let out a sigh.  And …

3. Nehemiah taught the people how to be compassionate and kind toward the people living nearby them who were even more unfortunate than they were … People whose life-stories had more pain per square inch than a downtown Mission.  And …

4. Nehemiah led the people in the re-building of Jerusalem’s city walls – which had long laid in ruin.  And in fifty-two days, the project was done.

The Old Testament book of NEHEMIAH tells this whole story … and it’s fascinating reading.  But like almost all of God’s WORD, the book of NEHEMIAH isn’t just somebody else’s story.  It’s your story, and it’s my story.  And Nehemiah, from the first to the last verse is a picture, or a symbol of God’s Holy Spirit – the third member of the Triunity of God we’ve been talking about for several weeks now – as Jesus has been talking with His disciples about the Holy Spirit in John’s Gospel.

1. And like Nehemiah taught the people to pray, God’s Holy Spirit can teach us to pray … when we don’t know how to pray, or what God’s will is, the Holy Spirit is our intercessor to God the Father.

2. And like Nehemiah taught the people to stand up against the attacks of their enemies, God’s Holy Spirit can empower us to overcome Satan’s attacks and not be pulled out by the roots.
3. And like Nehemiah taught the people to let God’s compassion and forgiveness flow into them and out of them to others, God’s Holy Spirit can plant, nurture and develop the compassion of Jesus Christ inside of us and then teach us to consistently live it out.
4. And like Nehemiah helped the people rebuild the broken-down walls of Jerusalem, God’s Holy Spirit can work with us and in us to rebuild the busted up parts of our lives, revealing to us His beautiful plans for reconstruction, and usefulness.

Gang, whatever you do, don’t miss God’s Holy Spirit in The Gospel of John, or in the book of NEHEMIAH, or in your own story.  No wonder Nehemiah was able to confidently say in NEHEMIAH 8:10c …

.PPT 20 … NEHEMIAH 8:10c (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE) 
10c The joy of the LORD is your strength.

Joy can only be found in a growing relationship with Jesus Christ that’s based on what He’s done for us in “The Great Exchange”.  Blessed be the Word of the LORD.

.PPT 21 … NEXT SUNDAY … JOHN 16:23-33 

Jesus Christ wants us to depend on Him alone … Sola Christos … and to then let all the other relationships of healthy dependency in our lives flow out of the strength of our dependence on Him.
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